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REMARKS 

Consideration of this application in view of the above amendments and following 
remarks is respectfully requested. This amendment serves as the submission accompanying 
Applicant's Request for Continued Examination (RCE) filed pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.114. 
Claims 1-3, 6-9, 12-20, 22, 31-38, 51-62, 69, 70, 77-82 are pending but stand rejected as 
allegedly being anticipated under 35 USC 102, and or rendered obvious under 35 USC 103, in 
view of one or more of U.S. Patent 5,931,855 (Buncke), GB 1,091,282 (McKenzie), U.S. 
5,520,691 (Branch) as set forth in more detail in the Office Action. 

In response, Applicants have amended each of the independent claims 1, 2, 3, 6, 
7, 16 and 22, to specify that the suture has barbs with a configuration that includes an arcuate 
base. Support for this amendment is present in the application as originally filed, see, e.g., 
paragraph 186. Applicants respectfully submit that this feature is neither taught nor suggested in 
U.S. Patent No. 5,931,855 (Bunke), GB 1,091,282 (McKenzie) and U.S. 5,520,691 (Branch), 
either alone or in any combination thereof. Claims 4-5, 10-11, 21, 23-30, 39-50, 63-68, 71-76 
and 83-98 have been canceled. 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, allowing of claims 1-3, 6-9, 12- 
20, 22, 31-38, 51-62, 69, 70 and 77-82 is respectfully requested. A good faith effort has been 
made to place this application in condition for allowance. However, should any further issue 
require attention prior to allowance, the Examiner is requested to contact the undersigned at 
(425) 831-3090 to resolve the same. 
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The Director is authorized to charge any additional fees due by way of this 
amendment, or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 50-2574. 



Respectfully submitted, 



/David D. McMasters/ 
David D. McMasters 
Registration No. 33963 

DDM:nh 



Angiotech 
P.O. Box 2840 

North Bend, Washington 98045 
Phone: (425) 831-3090 
Fax: (425) 831-3091 
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